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" I feel some little interest in this matter, sir. Did I
not commit myself in 1837 to the whole doctrine, fully,
entirely ? And I must be permitted to say that I can-
not quite consent that more recent discoverers should
claim the merit, and take out a patent.

" I deny the priority of their invention. Allow me
to say, sir, it is not their thunder.

" There is no one who can complain of the North for
resisting the increase of slave representation, because it
gives power to the minority in a manner inconsistent
with the principles of our government. What is past
must stand; what is established must stand; and with the
same firmness with which I shall resist every plan to
augment the slave representation, or to bring the Con-
stitution into hazard by attempting to extend our do-
minions, shall I contend to allow existing rights to
remain.

" Sir, I can only say that, in my judgment, we are
to use the first, the last, and every occasion which oc-
curs, in maintaining our sentiments against the exten-
sion of the slave-power."

In the following winter Mr. Webster continued
his policy of opposition to all acquisitions of ter-
ritory. Although the cloud of domestic sorrow
was already upon him, he spoke against the legis-
lative powers involved in the " Ten Regiment"
Bill, and on the 23d of March, after the ratifica-
tion of the treaty of peace, which carried with it
large cessions of territory, he delivered a long and
elaborate speech on the " Objects of the Mexican
War." The weigh/i of his speech was directed